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Distribution of cone cells on the retina
(Johnson, 2010)
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Episodic memory, prospective simulation, semantic
memory, and evaluative judgment  (Binder et al., 2008 150 studies)

General Semantic Network







The language of desire n why wish?

A Aristotle (384322 B.C.E.)
A Organisms are structureteleologically
A Depending upon their nature, they have M o
ié a diddosncti ve S\
I € and a form of flourishing that is based upon the
realization of thatelos

I € the original Positive Psychology (indeed, his idea of the
humantelosas a rational, social animal gives rise to a
theory of human welbeing remarkably similar to PERMA).




At t he core é

Aé of any animal s distinct.
to other members of its kind, or to its own life, motivation

(orexis
A There is a fundamental distinction in motivation:
I Epithumi@oappetiteo: found 1 n

AA kind of drive state related to a deficit condition
(thirst, hunger, etc.).

AA state that primes the individual for action, makes
certain things salient to it (hunger makes food salient)

Aé but t hrepresentationkl sontesatthat we
cannotreasormwith it.

\



The language of desire

A For contrast, consider the other chief form of motivation,
boulesid translated aslesire, rational desoe, (hence
my title).

I Unlike mereepithumigboulesiBas a cognitive content.

I It contains arepresentatiaof the desired object, action,
person, or state.

A Thus, even if there are some desires that nearly everyone has
desire itself is a general capacitie beliefand not specialized
to any particular goal or behavior.



Desire thus depends upon

Aé to give reality to absent
abstract goals.

A That is its core joli translating what we learn by way of ideas
and values into structured, motivated action that can make a
difference in our life, and the lives of others.

A Humans are creatures who survive and flourish via complex
social, psychological, and physical adaptations

I This requires a capacity for complex, adaptive motivation
as well as belief.

I Though we often speak of desire as taee m\of
prospection, but I maginat.
prospection have a key!'y in desire.



ADondot make it a matter of cour se,
that pictures and fictions give us pleasure, occupy our
mi n dludwig Wittgenstein



C

magination rules the worl

n 1

Napoleon

10



The content of desire

A In this respectwhatone desires, andowone responds to
oned0s desires, I s one of 't he

I Individual difference

I Success or failure

I Happiness or misery

I Rationality or irrationality

A Desire is as different from mere appetite as the erotic is from
a o0sex driveo.

A We can speak ofearningvhat one really desirés a difficult
process itseff and of learning whab want. It is one of our
greatest capacities.



Desire?

A?2' 1 OwOOwl PUWUDPEIT Owl EEwUl EQw
the face of his desire and the shape of his dream, without

which the earth would know no lover and no
EEYI OUUUI Ub ?

Marlow on Jim
From Joseph Conrad, Lord Jim



Desire and reasoning

A | cannot talk you out of feeling thirsty by telling you that it
would be bad for youhealthto drink.

I By contrast, Imightbe able totalk you out of wanting your
son to be a docton by appealing to your deeper beliefs
and values, or his.

A Desire is no moreessentiallgbout the self than it is about
others.

A At the same time, desire is what makes our beliefs and values
or idealspractical it gives them the power to move us, to
change the world, not merely represent it.

A It is an engine gbrospectivguidance in life.



All action, even moral duty, presupposes desire for the object
of that action.

The faculty of desirs the faculty to be, by means of
oneds representations, the cause
representations. The faculty of a being to act in
accordance with its representations is calldd

[Metaphysics of Morél211]
14



The origins of the Prospection Project

AA sl ogan, oDriven by the pas
T It was clear which side we were on,
T & but t he formul ati on was

ie and concealed some | mpor
Al dd | ike to explore a bit tl
ie and to i1Its clarification
iée and eventual C r y prospectipn z a

and ofnavigatingqto the future.



] tds notabl e t hat e

Aé both halves of t heotimriohgin

I Motivationis pivotal both in the story about the human
mind that we are trying to overcome,

i € a mthe story we are trying to develop.



Hereod0s a way of seeing wl

A On the classical picture, action is the product of two basic
kinds of states:

A As Aristotle noted, belief on its own cannot produce action
It must engage with motivation to produce actual movement.

A And think in terms:

I We cannot improve our chances for survival and
reproduction simply by forming accurate beliefthese
must make a difference to how we act.



Willlam James drew the relevant conclusion:

A o

A (Principlesf Psycholqgy333




James could have added ¢é

Aé that my doi rawamntwepos ext el
backward.

A So

A But thinking that is forwardooking would be of no avail in
guiding action if it could not engage motivation.



Enter odrive theorybo

A Yet motivation, as conceived by James and others in the
oscientifico traditionsof p-
grounded I n Iinnate and cond
to present stimuli.



James on motivation

Ao
. He eats because the food tastes good and
makes him want more. If you ask hwmyhe should want to
eat more of what tastes like that, instead of revering you as a
philosopher he will probably laugh at you for a fool. The
connection between the savory sensation and the act it
awakens is for him absolute asdlbsverstandligPrinciples of

Psychologyl; 386)



Karl Lashley

A o O ucurrent psychological language is a weird composite of
teleological and mechanistic terms €

AOAn introspective descriopti:
an influence of the future on the present, nor does the
behaviorist accounto (1923,

A o

,scientificversus umani stico (1923,



The shared construct

AAni nternal odeficitd state vy
driving pursuit
iée and maki ng external st

I € triggering actions that in the past were associated with
reducing that deficit

iée and the reduction of di s
which entrenches the stimulugsponse connection as an
ocoaut omat i-lkedesmonse.h abi t

I Itis this entrenching process that constitutesrning
not the learning of value, but the engraining of habit.



And the oscientific psyct
al one &

Aé the drive construct figur.
psychology,.orenzianpsychology, and contemporary work on
automaticity (Ferguson &argh 200 ).



If thisreally weret he st ory of mot

A é t h e n-orfented thinking would bdobbledy
motivation.

I Even with elaborate mental representations of the future, if
all motivation came from such drive processes, then we
woul d still be odriven by



oDrawn 1T nto the futurebo

A Would the story be significantly changed if we replaced
odriven by the pastodo with o0°¢
I In many respects, yes, but the story would still be of an
automatic mechanism,

Aé |l ike the iron filings d
drawn to a flame.



What is intelligent belief?

A Make the comparison with belief:

I Suppose there were certain beliefs we were inevitably
odriveno to form é

T é or t hat we were i1 nevitab

A These would hobble our learning, since they would be limits
on our learning that do not arise from considerations of
justification or evidence &

i e when what we want i n bel
appropriately to the evidence, whatever it might be.



Well, what would be intelligent motivation?

A Just as intelligent belief would enable us to respond to
evidence to develop an accurate map of the world and its
possibities

ie and use t hexpsctatiomhatgaldgeidea t e
action accordingly,

ie 1 ntelligent motivation w
evidence to develop an accuraggaluationf the world
and its possibilities,
Aé and use this to gener at
guide our action accordingly.



Combining intelligence in belief and desire

A With intelligent belief andhtelligent motivationwe could
navigate into the future,

I € steering by the light of the values we have learned

ie and setting ourselves up
outcomes of acting on these values.



Could desire be such an intelligent faculty?

A Somehow we must break away from hydraulic or magnetic
Imagery, to see how valuation coulegulatenotivation,

ié creating the possi bitbasedt y
action

iIé Just as we can f o-basedgenu
beliefs.

A Desire, then, must be able to mobilize and guide activity on
behalf of values not yet realized, but represented imaginativel

A What would such desire be like?



A Paris!
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